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National Seminar 
on Integrity Management 
in WASH Sector: Way 
Forward to Achieve SDG 06
NGO Forum for Public Health organized a National 
seminar titled ‘Water Integrity Management: Experiences, 
Challenges and Way Forward’ at the DPHE Bhaban. The 
seminar was organized in a bid to promote transparency 
and accountability and ensure good governance in the 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector in 
Bangladesh. 

The Executive Director of NGO forum for Public Health 
Mr. S. M. A. Rashid chaired the event, Mr. Fazlur Rahman, 
Additional Secretary, Water Supply Wing, Local 
Government Division & Managing Director, Dhaka WASA 
graced the event as the Chief Guest and Mr. Mohammad 
Saiful Islam Mazomder, Joint Secretary, Policy Support 
Branch, Local Government Division attended the event as 
the special guest.

In March 2025, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres visited Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh, accompanied by the Bangladesh’s 
Chief Adviser, Professor Muhammad Yunus.  Mr. 
Guterres met with refugees, including children 
and women, who shared their hopes of returning 
to Myanmar and concerns about worsening 
camp conditions. He acknowledged the crisis, 
apologized for the global community's failure to 
end the conflict in Myanmar, and pledged to 
advocate for more aid. The World Food 
Programme plans to cut monthly food vouchers 
from $12.50 to $6 due to funding shortages 
where UNICEF reported rising malnutrition, 
especially among children. Mr. Guterres 
emphasized on the urgent need for international 
support to prevent suffering and loss of life.

UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres Visited Rohingya 
Refugee Camps in Cox’s Bazar 
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Mr. S. M. A. Rashid, in his welcome 
speech emphasized that ensuring 
transparency, accountability, and 
participatory governance is essential 
for achieving SDG 6. He raised 
concerns about the plight of 
low-income people who often face 
service denial or have to rely on 
informal networks. He emphasized on 
strengthening collaboration among 
government bodies and NGOs, 
especially through ongoing 
partnerships with WASAs and city 
corporations like Rangpur, Khulna, 
and Rajshahi. 

Mr. Md. Saiful Islam Sarker 
presented the overall findings and 
recommendations based on the Water 
Integrity Management Project 
implemented in Rangpur City 
Corporation. He outlined how the 
mind-set of the Water Section of RpCC 
was positively changed over the last 
one year despite the low allocation 
and less priorities on water supply.

The key-note speaker, Prof. Tanvir 
Ahmed, BUET outlined that there is 
already a significant funding gap in 
achieving SDG-6. One fourth of 
available fund gets evaporated due to 
corruption. He explained the benefits 
of having a strong regularity system 
and also reward and punishment 
mechanism, in order to ensure water 
integrity management.

Dr. Mary Galvin, Programme Lead, 
Water Integrity Network, Germany 
highlighted that integrity gaps 
disproportionately harm the poor, 
especially women. She explained how 
26% of water project funds are lost 
globally and urged for stronger 
anti-corruption tools and inclusive 
governance.

Mr. Saiful Islam Mazomder, Joint 
Secretary, LGD, reinforced on better 
coordination among stakeholders and 
strengthening existing mechanisms to 
ensure service integrity and meet 
growing water demands. He 
committed to further strengthening 
them through inclusive and 
responsive governance approaches.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Fazlur 
Rahman, Additional Secretary, 
Local Government Division (LGD) 
appreciated NGO Forum’s activities 
and acknowledged the weakness of 
the City Corporation and 
Municipalities. He also pointed out 
the insufficient budget for water and 
sanitation services and the critical 
misuse of public allocations due to 
lack of accountability. He 
emphasized on the importance of 
bridging the gap between providers 
and beneficiaries, behavioural 
changes of the service providers and 
enhancing service responsiveness.

Ms. Nayoka Martinez-Bäckström, 
Embassy of Sweden, emphasized on 
the importance of regulatory 
frameworks and multi-stakeholder 
coordination for ensuring water 
integrity. 

Mr. Md. Shofiqul Alam, WASH 
specialist, UNICEF drew attention to 
the acute drinking water crisis in areas 
like Satkhira and stressed the need for 
community awareness and responsible 
usage. Mr. Shahidul Hassan, BAWIN 
Chair, pointed out that everything is 
written in law but we need to move in 
a positive direction. Mr. Kazi Monir 
Mosharof advocated for digitalization 
and improved internal systems to 
combat against corruption and 
enhance transparency in water 
management.
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In the village of Ghugrakati, Koyra 
upazila, Khulna, a single mother named 
Maksuda Khatun was abandoned by her 
husband just for giving birth to a 
daughter. Due to geographical factor, she 
had to face high soil and water salinity 
and struggled to farm until joining the 
Gender-responsive Coastal Adaptation 
(GCA) Project in 2021. Leading the 
26-member Women Livelihood Group 
“Golap,” she learned Hydroponics, a new 
technique of farming without soil, ideal 
for the region’s harsh conditions. With 
land, input, and rainwater harvesting 
support, she now produces vegetables 
for her family and income. The project 
also transformed her vision which is to 
educate her daughter and no early 
marriage. “No matter the challenges, I’ll 
ensure she becomes educated and 
supports women like me,” says Maksuda. 
Her journey is a testament to resilience 
and the power of opportunity.
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NGO Forum for Public Health, in partnership with FAO has 
implemented a data-driven research initiative to 
strengthen resilience, improve livelihoods, and foster social 
cohesion among host and Rohingya communities in Cox’s 
Bazar. The project registered 10,000 farmers with near 
gender equality, formed 500 farmer groups (44% with 
women in leadership), and provided seeds, training, and 
sustainable farming support to boost food security. 
High-quality data collection and gender-responsive 
governance have created lasting impact in one of the 
country’s most vulnerable regions.

In Cumilla, with USAID funding and DPHE technical 
guidance, NGO Forum is reducing arsenic exposure using 
the Nolkup App, which shares safe well information 
from the ARRP dataset. Covering 100 targeted wards, this 
research initiative combines digital outreach with voice 
and SMS alerts, reaching well caretakers directly. Early 
successes include app deployment, a robust 
communication campaign, and a scalable model for 
nationwide use bringing safer water access closer to 
reality for thousands.

ÒbjK~cÓ A¨vc e¨envi K‡i wbR¯ ^ (150-300 dzU) A_ev 
miKvix (300 dz‡Ui AwaK) wUDeI‡qj ¯’vcb Kiæb|

¯§vU© †dv‡b GB wKDAvi †KvW ¯‹¨vb 
K‡i A_ev wjs‡Ki gva¨‡g mn‡RB 

Av‡m©wbKgy³ wUDeI‡qj ¯’vc‡bi m¤¢ve¨ 
MfxiZv wbY©q Kiv hvq

https://tinyurl.com/t9fz9sux
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NGO Forum for Public Health is 
contributing to climate action by 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
through its sustainable sanitation 
and waste management initiatives 
in Bangladesh.

NGO Forum through its waste 
management initiatives treats a 
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minimum of 113.49 million liters of faecal sludge and 1.46 million metric tons of solid waste every year. Without 
intervention, these waste streams would produce an estimated 953,316 cubic meters of methane which is equivalent to 
786,233.5 tons of CO2 annually. This impact is comparable to taking over 171,000 cars off the road for a year or planting 
13 million trees and letting them grow for a decade.

This methane reduction has significant carbon credit potential. Each ton of CO2 equivalent avoided can generate 
verified carbon credits under recognized standards, opening opportunities for NGO Forum to access climate finance. 
Such revenue streams could be reinvested in expanding sustainable waste management infrastructure, improving 
livelihoods, and scaling up climate-resilient services in vulnerable communities. These efforts demonstrate that waste 
management, when done right, is climate action in practice.

Through special training, 40 
“Energy Ambassadors” are now 
working in different camps to 
carry out repairs, teach others 
about environmental care, and 
share the benefits of renewable 
energy. Another 90 people have 
learned hands-on skills in solar 
and electrical repair, turning old 
or broken devices into useful 
tools again. The Green 
Innovation Hub is helping 
communities protect the 
environment, improve skills, and 
create a cleaner and brighter 
future.

In the Kutupalong Registered Refugee Camp, the Green Innovation Hub (GIH) is 
changing the way people think about waste and energy. The hub was established 
in March 2024 by UNHCR, NGO Forum, and other partners. GIH trains Rohingya 
refugees and host community members to collect, repair, and reuse electronics, 
while also promoting solar energy and safe electrical practices. 

https://youtu.be/2mV-mYCIsEQ




