The Rise of the Farmers Committee

NGO Forum for Public Health



SPSRG project, implemented by IDEA, Facilitated by NGO Forum, funded by MJF has
been implementing different activities in eight unions under Sylhet Sadar Upazila for
ensuring people’s rights and access to basic services including primary education, primary
healthcare, agriculture and social safety-net through social accountability techniques since
November 2014.

Since its inception the SPSRG project formed
** Farmers Committee at Union Level in each union
- under Sylhet Sadar Upazila. Member of the
| Committee, Sub-Assistant Agriculture Officer
(SAAO) provides advice to farmers on various
agricultural new technology and methods of
cultivation. In addition, SPSRG project staffs have
been facilitated Social Accountability Tools process
’ i.e citizen charter, public hearing as a process of

2 tools consultation meeting were held with Sub
ASS|stant Agriculture officer. Consequently, project had been involved the farmers several
times in different trainings in Upazila extension office. Upazila Agriculture Office provides
relevant support in collaboration with SAAQO when they realized about their accountability.
Upazila Agriculture Officer plays a key role to create a very good relationship between
farmers committee and the Agriculture Extension Officer. The project has facilitated the
farmers to receive different Agricultural support from the extension department.

153 farmers were got orientation though SPSRG Project in the presence of Sub Assistant
Agriculture Officer. He said that Upazila Agriculture Office provides some support for
vegetable plot exhibition and one farmer were selected from each group who received
training and necessary support. During the last 6 months (October’15- March’16) a total of
31 farmers were received services and 27 farmers got training from Upazila Agriculture
Extension dept. out of total 160 project direct beneficiaries (farmer group).

Finally Md. Sumsuddin was selected for the plot exhibition
and cultivation of vegetable. Sub Assistant Agriculture
Officer said that the exhibition was planned to encourage
cultivation of bitter gourd. For this purpose Upazila !
Extension Office provided a 04 day long training on the ¥
vegetable cultivation. The Upazila Agriculture Office ;
provided seeds, fertilizer and Tk 2,100 to Md. Smasuddin
after completion of training. He then shared the knowledge
with other members and discussed about the issue with all.

Starting from the selection of field, preparing seed and use of fertlllzer in each stage
Upazila Agriculture Officer provided necessary support to Md. Samsuddin. Sub Assistant



Agriculture Officer regularly observes Vegetable cultivation in field and he gave
recommendations whenever problem arises. Md. Samsuddin thought that other farmers
will be inspired to observe the exhibition plot and they would take initiatives for vegetable
cultivation and increase their family income. Khadimpara Union Farmers Committee
discussed with the respective SAAO about this program. In addition, four members of the
Khadimpara Union Farmers Committee have received training on ginger and garlic
cultivation.

List collect form Upazila Agriculture Extension Department
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