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Bangladesh is known to be a naturally disaster prone country. Floods, droughts, cyclones and storm surges of varying intensity hit the country almost every year. Of these, cyclones associated with storm rushes are instant which are heavily destructive and usually cause massive damages to the affected areas. Water and sanitation facilities are damaged; tube wells are either broken or partially wrecked and become unusable due to submergence. Ponds and other bodies are all contaminated by the onrush of saline water thereby leading to serious crisis of drinking water. As a result, outbreak of waterborne diseases like skin disease, cholera, diarrhoea in the affected areas claims numerous human lives. The study was conducted to find out impact of disaster on water supply and sanitation facilities in Dacope Upazila of Khulna District, Bangladesh. 
The self descriptive specific objectives of the study was to analyze development trend in water supply and sanitation facilities in south-west part of Bangladesh as well as to find out the impact of natural disasters on water supply and sanitation facilities in Dacope Upazila. The outcome of the study provided information to ensure safe and adequate quantity of drinking water and hygienic sanitation system in disaster prone area of Bangladesh.
In order to get a view of the water supply and sanitation situation of the study area, a reconnaissance survey was initiated than the questionnaire preparation was followed by the collection of primary and secondary data. These data were assembled and presented in tabular form using the computer software. The analysis of the study was statistical and very much calculative as well.
The findings showed that the social and economical level of the particular region has changed due to the impact of disaster. The painful fact is the changing pattern of food habit. The helpless people have bound to reduce the pressure on rice which was the staple of the total food intake of that area. Thousands of people were found living on the embankments under rough conditions. Shallow tubewell was the basic of water supply system in Kamarkhola and Sutarkhali unions but after disaster, Sutarkhali and Kamarkhola Unions were inundated by water. Due to Aila, 58% tubewells were fully damaged, 30% partially damaged and 12% were unaffected. Most of the dwelling places and ponds were under water after the disaster. It is found that 93% ponds were fully and 7% were partially damaged. In the field of sanitation, 90% people used pit latrine in 2000 but after disaster, the percentage is only 30%. Septic tank latrine was used by 2.7% people but in 2009, it was 0% as most of the septic latrines were destroyed due to the catastrophe. There has been a substantial increase in the incidence of various water-borne diseases in the study area. 40% of the respondents in the affected area said that there has been an increased incidence of skin disease. Diarrhoea (22%) and Typhoid/fever (30.33%) have been identified as the second most important disease by majority of the respondents in the affected area. So the overall impact of calamity in the Dacope Upazila found negative and the sufferings of people have reached in an insupportable condition.
In the light of the responses of the field questionnaire survey and discussions with people of the affected areas, some measures are recommended for effective mitigation of the water supply and sanitation crisis immediately after the cyclone. Sealing and sinking more tube wells; repairing of damaged tubewells by local caretakers or DPHE (Department of Public Health Engineering) mechanics; improving sanitation coverage using water-sealed sanitary latrine with elevated platforms; implementing social motivational programmes through mass media to educate people.
